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CANCER CENTER RENAMED FOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY: The Cancer Research Center at BUSM has 
been renamed the Hubert H. Humphrey Cancer Research Center i n honor of the l a t e senator 
from Minnesota, Dean John I . Sandson, M.D., announced l a s t month. 
In a l e t t e r to Sandson, Senator Muriel Humphrey (D.-Minn.), widow of the senator, 
said, "Our family i s grateful f or t h i s expression of respect and honor." She said 
the t r i b u t e had been approved by the Humphrey Family Advisory Committee. 
The formal dedication of the Center w i l l take place during a public symposium at 
the School next year, expected to be attended by leading cancer researchers, as well as 
by leaders i n government. 
University President John R. Silber commented that the decision to name the Cancer 
Research Center for the l a t e Minnesota senator and 38th vice president resulted from "the 
profound impact Senator Humphrey's courageous b a t t l e with cancer had on t h i s nation." 
Sidney R. Cooperband, M.D., director of the Cancer Research Center, said that the 
decision to name the center i n memory of Hubert Humphrey " i s a si g n i f i c a n t honor for 
those at Boston University involved i n probing the mysteries of cancer. Sen. Humphrey's 
public b a t t l e with the disease was inspirational f o r men and women whose d a i l y lives 
revolve around cancer research and treatment. We also have detected a la s t i n g effect of 
his example on our patients." 
In separate statements. Governor Michael S. Dukakis and Mayor Kevin H. White greeted 
the announcement with enthusiasm. 
Major research e f f o r t s under way at the Humphrey Cancer Center include studies of 
the effects of n u t r i t i o n i n the development of the disease, the a b i l i t y of the body's 
immune system to increase resistance to cancer, basic abnormalities i n the membranes of 
cancer c e l l s , and genetic factors involved i n resistance to cancer. 
BUSM TO SHARE IN STATEWIDE AHEC PROJECT: BUSM w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e with the University of 
Massachusetts Medical School and Tufts University School of Medicine i n planning a state-
wide network of area health education centers (AHECs) designed to a l l e v i a t e the geographic 
and specialty maldistribution of health manpower throughout the Commonwealth. 
Planning has already begun under a f i r s t - y e a r planning contract of $406,943 awarded 
to UMass Medical School by DHEW Sept. 26. BUSM w i l l subcontract for a c t i v i t i e s i n the 
City of Boston, which has been i d e n t i f i e d as one of f i v e underserved areas i n the state 
and thus a potential s i t e f o r an area health education center. The other underserved 
areas are Springfield, Berkshire County, Greater Lowell, and Southeastern Massachusetts 
(New Bedford-Fall River). One additional s i t e w i l l be i d e n t i f i e d during the planning 
year. 
The AHEC program w i l l use educational incentives to encourage health care providers 
to practice i n underserved areas. I t w i l l attempt to do t h i s by decentralizing existing 
-over-
resources and educational programs and encouraging a strong partnership between 
educational i n s t i t u t i o n s and underserved communities. 
Projected budgets for the sites indicate a t o t a l of $13,500,000 of federal support 
during the next nine years. Associate Dean John McCahan, M.D., w i l l head the BUSM 
portion of the AHEC project. 
WHITTAKER FUND AWARDS $100,000 TO BUSM: For the second consecutive year, the School has 
received a $100,000 grant from the Whittaker Health Sciences Fund to encourage 
collaborative research between BUSM and the Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e of Technology. Dean 
Sandson said he welcomes proposals for the four studies, t o t a l l i n g approximately $25,000 
each, that w i l l be funded by the award and that w i l l cover a year of study beginning 
July 1, 1979. To be e l i g i b l e , research projects must be collaborations between a BUSM 
faculty member and an MIT faculty member. A two-page, single-spaced proposal should be 
submitted to the BUSM researcher's department chairperson i n time to be forwarded to 
Dean Sandson by Jan. 15. 
AFFILIATION SIGICD WITH COLOMBIAN SCHOOL: The School of Medicine signed a formal 
a f f i l i a t i o n agreement with a new private medical school i n Medellin, Colombia, following 
a late-September v i s i t to the school by Dean Sandson and Joseph J. V i t a l e , M.D., Sc.D., 
a professor of pathology and of community medicine and socio-medical sciences. 
The Corporacion Estudios de Salud (Health Sciences I n s t i t u t e ) , with which the 
agreement was signed, includes a school of dentistry and one of nursing, as well as a 
medical school with a strong program i n family practice. The a f f i l i a t i o n agreement 
between BUSM and CES cal l s for an exchange of knowledge between the two i n s t i t u t i o n s 
through the exchange of fac u l t y , students and programs. V i t a l e , who i s director of 
international health programs at BUSM, is also an associate dean for international 
health at CES. — 
SANDSON: BETTER NUTRITION TRAINING NEEDED: Dean Sandson, t e s t i f y i n g before the sub-
committee on n u t r i t i o n of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, N u t r i t i o n , and Forestry 
Sept. 20, called for more effective medical school teaching of n u t r i t i o n and c r i t i c i z e d 
n u t r i t i o n a l t r a i n i n g i n most medical schools as inadequate. 
Sandson blamed the inadequacy on the fact that n u t r i t i o n i n most medical schools i s 
not recognized as a separate basic science or c l i n i c a l d i s c i p l i n e , warranting a d i s t i n c t 
curricular structure. He t o l d the subcommittee i t i s essential to designate a senior 
faculty person to be responsible for a medical school's program i n n u t r i t i o n , and to 
a l l o t adequate time i n the curriculum. Sandson said that some l e g i s l a t i v e action to 
encourage n u t r i t i o n education i n medical schools may be desirable. 
CHINESE EMPHASIS ON HEALTH IMPRESSES BATSON: "In the middle of the day the factories l e t 
out and a l l of the workers, young and old, f a t and t h i n , started exercising." The 
speaker, Ruth M. Batson, an associate professor of psychiatry at BUSM and p r i n c i p a l 
investigator of the School Desegregation Project, i s describing not an iconoclastic 
Detroit auto plant, but the factories she toured las t spring i n the People's Republic 
of China. 
Batson v i s i t e d China at the i n v i t a t i o n of the U.S.-China People's Friendship 
Association. As one of 19 nationally recognized community leaders, she was chosen to 
spend three weeks exploring mainland China's schools, health centers, and j u d i c i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Much of what she saw impressed the f i r s t - t i m e v i s i t o r : musical theatre presentations 
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by young mental patients, the meshing of western medical techniques with t r a d i t i o n a l 
C_ Chinese acupuncture and herbal treatments, and the pervasive national concern with 
health and exercise. As a g i f t to host educational i n s t i t u t i o n s on the i t i n e r a r y , 
Batson presented three copies of Community Crisis Intervention i n the Boston Desegregation 
E f f o r t , which she co-authored with Lyda Peters of the School Desegregation Project of 
the Division of Psychiatry. 
CURRAN TO HEAD NEW DEPARTMENT AT BCH: The establishment of a new Department of Child 
Psychiatry at Boston City Hospital has been announced by James C. Skinner, M.D., director 
of the Division of Psychiatry at BCH. Barbara Curran, M.D., an assistant c l i n i c a l 
professor of psychiatry, has been designated chief of the new department. Curran has 
taught c h i l d psychiatry at BUSM since 1972. 
The department w i l l f a c i l i t a t e and coordinate the work of mental health professionals 
already established i n the Department of Pediatrics, and w i l l o f f e r emergency psychiatric 
services, inpatient aad outpatient treatment, and psychiatric consultations. 
AFRICAN PROJECT ENTERS PHASE TWO: Boston University's Center f o r Strengthening Health 
Delivery Systems (SHDS), i n collaboration with the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the African regional o f f i c e of the World Health Organization 
(WHO), has embarked on phase two of a cooperative health project involving 20 countries 
i n central and west Africa. 
Following a two-year analysis period, the project, which involves BUSM, the School 
of Nursing, the Center for Educational Development i n Health, and the African Studies 
Center, now begins a five-year program to t r a i n v i l l a g e health professionals and mid-
wives; to provide graduate-level education to African teachers; to develop national 
health-delivery systems; and to immunize native schoolchildren against dangerous c h i l d -
hood diseases. David M. French, M.D., M.P.H., a BUSM professor of socio-medical sciences 
aad community medicine, i s the director of the Center for SHDS as well as of the project. 
BVAH AND BUSM: UPDATE ON A PARTNERSHIP: An update on the relationship between BUSM and 
the Boston Veterans Administration Hospital was presented Sept. 19 by Daniel Deykin, M.D., 
chief of medicine at BVAH and a professor of medicine at BUSM, to the Boston University 
Medical Center Trustee Council. BVAH is one of BUSM's prin c i p a l educational a f f i l i a t e s , 
and i t s Department of Medicine handles the c l i n i c a l t r a i n i n g of between one-third and 
one-half of a l l BUSM students. A l l 41 s t a f f physicians i n the department hold dual 
appointments at BUSM and Tufts, with about h a l f holding t h e i r major appointment at BUSM. 
Deykin, the only s t a f f member to hold f u l l professorships at both schools, empha-
sized that the VA system i s responsible for 30 percent of a l l medical student and 
graduate medical t r a i n i n g i n the United States. He said BVAH values i t s medical school 
a f f i l i a t i o n s , since they are important to s t a f f recruitment and retention. 
The BVAH i s the t e r t i a r y r e f e r r a l i n s t i t u t i o n f or a l l of the New England Veterans 
Administration f a c i l i t i e s , except those i n Connecticut. I t sees approximately 170.,000 
outpatients at both i t s central f a c i l i t y i n Jamaica Plain and the Lowell Outpatient 
C l i n i c , which comes under i t s j u r i s d i c t i o n . 
In addition to the BVAH, BUSM i s a f f i l i a t e d with three other VA units: the Lowell 
Outpatient C l i n i c , which provides primary-care t r a i n i n g to third-year BUSM students; the 
Bedford VA Hospital, a major BUSM support u n i t i n psychiatry and neurology; and the Court 
Street Clinic i n downtown Boston, which sees 300,000 outpatients a year and i s a f f i l i a t e d 
with Boston University, Harvard and Tufts. 
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SHAPIRO REPORTS ON NEW GLAUCOMA DIAGNOSTIC TECHNIQUE: Jerrold M. Shapiro, Ph.D., an 
assistant professor of ophthalmology, recently presented two papers dealing with laser 
contour angiography at the 31st Annual Conference of Biomedical Engineers i n Atlanta. 
The technique i s a new method of detecting damage to the eye's optic disc from glaucoma. 
A WEEK IN JAMAICA FOR $52? One dollar a week could win you seven days i n Montego Bay 
th i s winter. Each Boston University employee who pledges a minimum of $52 to t h i s year's 
United Way fund w i l l be e l i g i b l e to win two tickets f o r a week i n Montego Bay, Dec. 31-
Jan. 9 or Jan. 16-23. 
Pledges w i l l be handled through payroll deductions. The drive w i l l extend through 
November 22. The drawing f o r the Jamaican vacation w i l l be held at noon on Friday, 
Dec. 1, i n the ballroom of the George Sherman Union. 
PACKED HALL HEARS PANEL ON DRUG INDUSTRY: School of Medicine students packed Bakst 
Auditorium Oct. 18 for a SCMOSA-sponsored symposium on the drug industry and health care. 
A panel composed of advocates and opponents of the current practices and promotions of 
drug companies discussed such issues as generic versus brand-name prescriptions, the use 
of advertising i n acquainting physicians with new drugs, and the extent to which certain 
drug research i s dependent on the prospect of future p r o f i t s . George J. Annas, J.D., 
M.P.H., an assistant professor of law and medicine i n the Department of Socio-Medical 
Sciences and Community Medicine, acted as moderator. 
BEGINNING WITH THIS ISSUE, NEWS § NOTES begins regular monthly publication as a four-
page newsletter, instead of appearing less frequently with eight pages as i n the past. 
I f you have news of possible interest to the School of Medicine community, c a l l editor 
Lorraine Loviglio, x5606 (247-5606), or wri t e to her at the Office of Informational 
Services, P-600 (720 Harrison Ave., Boston 02118). 
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